Minutes of the Committee of the Whole

Monday, May 12, 2008
5:00 P.M.

The Committee of the Whole of the Macomb City Council met on Monday, May 12, 2008 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Pro tem Lobdell called the meeting to order.

Members present: Richard Vick, Ed Lavin, Louis Gilbert, Mike Inman, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Ken Zahnle, Chris Senn, and Dennis Moon.                  

Others present:  Deputy City Clerk Gloria Barr, City Administrator Dean Torreson, Pubic Works Director Walter Burnett, and Legal Counsel Liz Wilhelm.
First item was the Public Hearing on the proposal to sell bonds in the amount of up to $3,500,000 for the purpose of financing “Phase I/II” Water Treatment Plant improvements:  Public Hearing opened at 5:01 p.m. and Mayor Pro tem Lobdell asked the audience for any questions or comments and the following people spoke: 

James Von Kannon, 1406 Maple Ave., stated he had three questions:

1) Was the $3,500,000 to cover only Phase 1 and 2 of the Water Treatment Plant project?  CA Torreson responded it was for the low pressure membrane system.

2) Would this impact property taxes and water rates?  CA Torreson stated property taxes would not be affected, but water rates would be affected.  It is now being studied by the underwriter.

3) Is the CPE finished and has a turbidity test been done?  CA Torreson responded the CPE has been finished but only a verbal report has been given with the written report to follow.  The verbal report stated there is no simple, inexpensive way to solve the turbidity violations.  He did not know if a turbidity test was conducted. 

Mr. Von Kannon stated a CPE follows strict guidelines and it was not the purpose of a CPE to recommend, but to evaluate and report root cause of problems.  If a recommendation is needed, a CTA (Comprehensive Technical Assistance) would need to be conducted.  He displayed a portion of the CPE guidelines on the overhead and explained the process and exit report.
He had several more questions.

Mayor Pro tem Lobdell asked that they be put in writing and submitted to the Mayor so the City staff could get answers to his questions.
Mr. Von Kannon asked why the questions could not be answered now.  
PWD Burnett stated the EPA could make recommendation for improvements.

Mr. Von Kannon questioned when the Council was made aware of the CPE.

Alderman Inman stated after the second turbidity violation it had been placed on the February agenda. 

James Entwistle, 1413 Stacy Lane, asked it there would be another hearing or another time Jim could give more information and other people give input before the $3,500,000 was spent on this project.  He asked if there would be a vote on this item this evening. 
Mayor Pro tem stated there would be another time for discussion and that is why he asked for the questions in writing.  This would allow staff to have answers for everyone.  The Committee would not be voting on this item this evening.

Committee of the Whole Minutes

May 12, 2008

Page 2

Legal Counsel Wilhelm clarified there would be time for discussion but not another public hearing.    

 With no further discussion, Mayor Pro tem Lobdell closed the Public Hearing at 5:23 p.m.  

Second item was discussion on a resolution authorizing application for Public Transportation Financial Assistance under Section 5311 of the Federal Transit Act of 1991.  Transportation Director Gary Ziegler stated this item is needed for the FY’09 application starting July 1, 2008.  This is part of the application process and was discussed at the April 14, 2008 Committee of the Whole meeting. 
Third item was discussion on an ordinance to provide for public transportation in Macomb and McDonough County.  Transportation Director Gary Ziegler stated this item is needed for the FY’09 application starting July 1, 2008.  This is part of the application process and was discussed at the April 14, 2008 Committee of the Whole meeting 
Fourth item was discussion on a resolution accepting the Special Section 5333(b) Warranty for the section 5311 operating assistance program. Transportation Director Gary Ziegler stated this item is needed for the FY’09 application starting July 1, 2008.  The Warranty resolution is sent to the Council each year as part of the application process.  This is part of the application process and was discussed at the April 14, 2008 Committee of the Whole meeting. 

Fifth item was discussion on a resolution to execute Downstate Operating Assistance agreement.  This item deals with current fiscal year and amends the FY’08 budget. New legislation has increased the state reimbursement level to 65% from 55%.  He stated this means the grant agreement needs to be amended.   Additional funds will be available only upon approval of the Illinois Legislature and this may not happen, however IDOT has recommended the agreement be amended.  
Second, Third, Fourth, and Fifth items were reviewed and Transportation Director Gary Ziegler submitted and discussed the revised budget for the FY 2009.  He stated Federal monies were locked in, however the downstate operating assistance monies were in question and the budget projects $1,239,779.00 for downstate revenue monies, if this amount changes, an amendment will be submitted.  The budget changes include an increase in funds allocated for fuel, one additional FTE driver for demand response,  funds for demand response service analysis, funds for leasing dispatching software and hardware, continuation of out-of-county non-emergency medical transportation (expansion will be paid for out of New Freedom grant), funds for data gathering for a fixed route segment analysis (conducted by WIU students), dividing fixed Route 6/9 into a separate Rte. 6 and Rte. 9, adding one bus to Rte. 5, adding one hour of service to Rte 5, and adding three hours of Saturday service on Rte 6 through 9.   He requested referral to Council.

Alderman Zahnle moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to support the resolutions and place them on May 19, 2008 City Council Consent Agenda, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Pro tem Lobdell declared the motion carried.
Sixth item was discussion on purchasing a generator for the Fire Department.  CA Torreson stated the current generator is obsolete, undersized, and parts are unavailable.  He has spoken with the County and their generator is meeting their needs so there will be no partnership on this generator, but will be purchased solely through the City.  This generator will power both the Police and Fire Departments and will allow the Police Department generator to move to the Public Works Department for water or sewer.  He will research this and have a recommendation at the next Committee of the Whole meeting.

Alderman Moon suggested using the same supplier as this would decrease maintenance costs.
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Seventh item was discussion on Rolling Meadows (Stacy Lane) drainage and street improvements.  PW Director Burnett explained Stacy Lane, especially the south end, is in need of repair and has very poor drainage.  He introduced Bill Sleeman, Benton and Associates, to outline the options for Stacy Lane.  PW Burnett stated he would like to get an engineering services agreement for the selected design plan as soon as possible.

Bill Sleeman, Benton and Associates, explained the street has deteriorated from the ground up, the base is destroyed.  He went through five options: 1) repair existing pavement, 2) repair pavement w/minor drainage improvements, 3) replace some pavement w/major drainage work, 4) total reconstruction (concrete) w/major drainage work, and 5) total reconstruction (asphalt) w/major drainage work.  Due to the extent of repairs needed, their recommendation would be either #4 or #5.  Option #5 costs have increased since this memo due to petroleum costs.

Alderman Dorsett encouraged the Committee to move forward with option #4 and requested PW Burnett keep a close eye on construction so the design failure would not repeat itself.  

Alderman Lavin discussed using a combination of concrete with asphalt.

Bill Sleeman explained they were proposing seven and one half inches of concrete on four inches of agate to serve the needs of that area.
Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Zahnle to support option #4 and forward it to City Council, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Pro tem Lobdell declared the motion carried. 
Gene Miller, 1400 Stacy Lane, had a question of where the construction will stop on Stacy Lane as the design plans appear to stop short of the good section of street.  

Bill Sleeman responded the south section of the street would definitely be done and the construction would go as far as the money would allow.  They are looking at 1,000 feet of pavement removal and replacement.  

Mayor Pro tem Lobdell said the important thing to remember is the City is doing as much as they can correctly.      
Eighth item was discussion on the rezoning request from B-2 General Business to M-1 Light Manufacturing at 3000 West Jackson Street.  Legal Counsel Wilhelm stated Mr. Purdy agreed to comply with all of the zoning requests for the property.  Additionally, no complaints had been received since the April 28, 2008 rezoning discussion.  

Sue Tex, 2001C W. Jackson, told the Committee that Mr. Purdy’s business was not the concern, the concern was with zoning enforcement after Mr. Purdy leaves. 
Ninth item was discussion on the rezoning request from R-2 One Family Residential to R-4 Multiple Family Residential at 206 West Pierce Street.  Mayor Pro tem Lobdell asked if there were questions or comments from the audience and the following persons spoke:

Christopher Pynes, 439 N. McArthur, noted newspaper quotes from Alderman Gilbert and stated the current condition of the property is irrelevant to rezoning.  He stated the comment of the R-2, one family homes having more than three or four cars in the drive is verification of out of compliance properties.  He stated he had come to the Council for 18 months stating that information and asking for enforcement and now feels Alderman Gilbert is using an out-of-
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compliance rationale for rezoning the West Pierce Street property.  The point of zoning laws is for the protection of everyone in a particular area.  The rezoning of this property will impact many families.  This is a nice community and there are lots of nice old homes needing protection.  He stated a community should help one another and he offered to donate $500.00 and 100 hours of work time to help Mr. Flynn refurbish the 206 W. Pierce Street property.  He challenged others in the community to do the same.  He restated the need to rebuild the town not rezone. 

Alderman Gilbert stated he liked his approach and supported his proposal.  He would like this area in the TIF area so monies could be used for refurbishing and rebuilding homes.

Chris Norton, 423 N. McArthur, responded that Mr. Pynes ideas were good but impractical.  He supports rezoning and feels that college students are all identified as bad neighbors and that is not true.  With his accomplishments, he feels he gives Macomb a good reputation.  He said putting a lot of twenty year olds into a town with nothing to do but go to bars will result in irresponsible behavior.  He stated zoning is not an issue, responsibility is the issue.  There is a need to hold students and landlords responsible for their behavior and property.  He added that there are more students than families on N. McArthur and it is an R-4 area even if it is not zoned R-4.

Mayor Pro tem Lobdell responded more students than families is not a reason for rezoning.  He added that it was not the City’s responsibility to make a property profitable for anybody else.  If they wish to make an R-2 dwelling a rental for students, they may do so by following certain guidelines. 

Mike Flynn, 206 W. Pierce, asked to clarify some of the misconceptions made in the paper:  He is not expecting a bailout from the City.  He had the best insurance possible and that was mortgage repayment.  He lived in the house for three years and rented to friends, but never more than three in the house at one time.  At the time of the fire, he was not living in the house but was on the property everyday.  He worked on it whenever he could and made many repairs.  He is asking for the rezoning because the property is surrounded by rental properties having five students per house.  No one will buy an R-2 house in that area as it is close to a highway and West Pierce Street Liquors.  He is not threatening to not clean up his property; he does not have the money to clean it up.  He has put up caution tape to keep people safe.  He does not feel this is spot zoning as stated, as all properties on W. Pierce Street are rentals.

Michael Clifford, 1025 Derry Lane, stated he has purchased 304 N. McArthur.  He has no problem with rezoning. Single family homes stay on the market way to long.  If 206 W. Pierce is not rezoned, it will remain an empty lot and if a single family home is built on the lot, it will stay vacant. 
Louis Dove, 1236 W. Adams, stated he was opposed to the rezoning.  It is hard to judge the impact on the community as the timing for this rezoning is the end of the school year when students and faculty are out of town and families are traveling for significant events out of town.  He mentioned the money and time spent on the Comprehensive Plan and the fact that this rezoning would not conform to the City’s plan. Whole neighborhoods will be affected by the rezoning.  He added the Comprehensive Plan will be destroyed piece by piece with a series of small changes with an impact that is irreversible.
Alderman Vick said he has heard a lot about lack of enforcement for zoning and asked if there was anything that could be done.

Mayor Pro tem Lobdell responded enforcement was a problem because identifying how many are living at a property is difficult. 

Alderman Gilbert asked PW Burnett to look at the 400 block of McArthur as it was in need of repair.

Committee of the Whole Minutes

May 12, 2008

Page 5

Aaron Tucker, 320 1/2 N. McArthur Street, informed the Committee the information concerning rental properties on W. Pierce Street was secured by walking down the block, knocking on doors, and asking:

Are you a renter? How many people are on your lease? Who signed your lease?  How many people did your landlord tell you could live with you?  The most common answer was between four and five. She suggested the City could do the same.             
Tenth item was discussion on the contract between the City of Macomb and Macomb Convention and Visitors Bureau and Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce and Downtown Development Corporation.  CA Torreson explained the contracts are to expire soon and his suggestion is to extend the contract.  He would like to wait until the Hampton Inn comes in and starts generating hotel/motel tax revenue before writing a new contract as he projects total annual revenues could go from $193,000 to $250,000.

Alderman Dorsett asked if the contracts could be extended to August 30, 2009 and then renegotiate both contracts to run concurrently.

CA Torreson suggested they should be extended to April 30, 2009.

Mayor Pro tem Lobdell stated he felt going with August 30, 2009 would offer the opportunity to see what kind of revenues the City would be receiving from the Hampton Inn.

Alderman Moon commented this was overly optimistic, as it would be hard to get an accurate history of revenues in a few months.

Mayor Pro tem Lobdell stated the information would reveal market information more than revenue.

Legal Counsel Wilhelm stated the contracts are based on percentages and not actual monies.

Jamie Ulmer, 215 S Dudley Street, said as long as they knew what was expected of them, they were open to discussion. 
Katherine Walker, 508 S. Randolph, delighted to share in discussion and suggestions of tourism in the community and county.  She stated there was a need to review funds since both B&Bs are for sale and other properties may be at risk in the near future.   There is concern about the Hampton Inn coming in.    

The fiscal year starts in July so April would not be a good time for them.
Mayor Pro tem Lobdell stated there was a need for more discussion with the Chamber and MCVB and DDC.
Alderman Moon asked if a contract could be prepared and presented to them and they could respond to it. 
Alderman Senn agreed with Alderman Moon and stated any adjustments could be made, based on suggestions, for the August 30, 2009 date.    
Eleventh item was discussion on an ordinance to amend the City fee schedule to increase sewer rates by amending Section 24-2 of the Municipal Code.  Mayor Pro tem Lobdell stated the rate had been adjusted to the 3.7% CPI.  There was no discussion.
Twelfth item was discussion on the ordinance to amend the City fee schedule to set cemetery burial fees and openings by amending Section 24-4 of the Municipal Code.  There was no discussion.
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Thirteenth item was discussion on an ordinance to amend Chapter 16 of the Municipal Code of Macomb, Illinois pertaining to possession of drug paraphernalia and look-alike substances.  Legal Counsel Wilhelm 
explained this ordinance was requested by the Police Department and would be for first time offenders only.  There was no discussion.
Fourteenth item was discussion on allowing non-union City employees to reside outside the City limits.  Mayor Pro tem Lobdell explained the Police and Teamsters are already allowed to live anywhere within the County and this policy will extend this to all non-union employees.  There was no discussion.
In other business, Mayor Pro tem Lobdell read a proclamation from Mayor Wisslead declaring May 16th and 17th “Poppy Days”.  He announced mosquito spraying will start today, May 12, 2008 with areas north of Jackson Street sprayed on Mondays and areas south of Jackson Street sprayed on Wednesdays.  Weather conditions will affect the spraying schedule.  Repair of water mains started today.  The Yard Waste Site has extended hours for this week due to storm damage; they will be open on Tuesday and Wednesday as well as their regular schedule.  The City has received a letter from Burlington Northern Railroad stating the repairs to the Route 67/N. Lafayette crossing has been delayed indefinitely.  Macomb Clean Up is scheduled for May 12th through May 16th with May 19th as an extra clean up day for the North West quadrant.  He read a letter from PW Burnett thanking City employees for giving up their Sunday, Mother’s Day, to clean up storm damage.  He finished by reminding Aldermen to get their Committee preferences to Mayor Wisslead as soon as possible.
Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Moon to adjourn into executive session for the purpose of a) Appointment, employment compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of an employee of the public body or legal counsel for the public body,  pursuant to Sec. 2(c)(1) of the Open Meetings Act and b) Collective Bargaining matters between the public body and it’s employees or representatives, or deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or more classes of employees, pursuant to Sec. 2(c)(2) of the Open Meetings Act, on question being put, Aldermen Lavin, Gilbert, Inman, Dorsett, Lobdell, Senn, Moon, and Vick, being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Pro tem Lobdell declared the motion carried and they adjourned into executive session at 6:23 p.m.

Alderman Vick moved, seconded by Alderman Inman to adjourn back into Open Session, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Pro tem Lobdell declared the motion carried and they adjourned into Open Session at 6:40 p.m.

There being no further business, Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Moon to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Pro tem Lobdell  declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 6:40 p.m. 
Gloria Barr, Deputy City Clerk

