Minutes of the Committee of the Whole




       
Monday, February 8, 2010





          
5:00 p.m.

The Committee of the Whole met on Monday, February 8, 2010 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Mick Wisslead called the meeting to order. 

Members present: Ryan Hansen, Ed Lavin, Louis Gilbert, Mike Inman, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Clay Hinderliter, Donald Wynn, and Dennis Moon. 

Others Present: City Administrator Dean Torreson, Legal Counsel Liz Wilhelm and Deputy City Clerk Corrina Wells. 

First item for discussion was on a request from the Macomb Post Office to relocate the mail boxes and “No Parking” zone on Washington Street.
Public Works Director Walter Burnett stated the Macomb Post Office has requested a “No Parking” change on East Washington to relocate Washington Street mailboxes.

Kim Fargusson, Post Officer in Charge, 10521 North 1700th Rd, Macomb stated 

the current mailboxes on Washington Street are not located on Post Office property resulting in overtime pay to collect daily mail. If the mailboxes were relocated on to post office property, mail could be collected at regular pay. The post office is asking Council to allow the current mailboxes be relocated to the 100 Block of East Washington Street in addition exchanging the “No Parking” zones between the 100 and 200 block of East Washington.  

Alderman Dorsett asked if the Police has studied the traffic at this intersection and is concerned there will be parking issues if the mailboxes were moved. Public Works Director Burnett stated the police has not done any kind of survey at this intersection.  

Alderman Hinderliter suggested the mailboxes be moved back further East from the proposed location Washington Street to allow less congestion at the intersection.

Aldermen Moon and Hansen expressed their concerns if the mailboxes were moved.
Alderman Inman moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to refer this to the Public Safety Committee for further review, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.

Second item for discussion was on the lease with Open Range Communications for space on the Walker Street water tower.

City Administrator Dean Torreson stated the City of Macomb has negotiated with Open Range Communications regarding leasing space on the south water tower. The tower would hold three antennas, one microwave dish and ground equipment with a lease rate of $2,150 per month and a 4% annual escalator clause for the term of the lease. The term of the lease would be five years with automatic updates up to a total of 25 years pending Councils approval. 
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Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to place the above item on the consent agenda for Tuesday, February 16 council meeting, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.  
Third item for discussion was on traffic concerns at Lincoln School on East Carroll Street and Bonham Street.

No discussion was held on the above item.

Alderman Inman moved, seconded by Alderman Lavin to refer it to the Public Safety Committee, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.

Fourth item for discussion was on audit service proposals received for the City of Macomb’s audit.

Mayor Wisslead stated the General Government Committee met regarding the six proposals received. The Committee will meet and narrow down it down to three and bring it back to Council. 

Fifth item for discussion was on elected officials salaries.

Alderman Dorsett stated the proposal suggests basic steps towards saving money in the future and recommends reducing elected official salaries, eliminating all insurance options for Aldermen along with the yearly telephone allowance and rotating annually Aldermen attending the Illinois Municipal League conferences. All proposed changes would be effective in 2011 with an overall savings of $46,894.00.
Aldermen Hinderliter, Gilbert, Inman, Lavin, Wynn and Hansen stated they are not in favor of reducing the salaries of elected officials, but do agree Alderman benefits should be omitted.
Alderman Lobdell stated reducing elected official salaries instead of laying employees off is something to consider. 

Jim Von Cannon, 1406 Maple Ave, Macomb stated that he is not in favor of 


reducing salaries. 

Sixth item was on increasing water, sewer and garbage rates for the City of Macomb.

Public Works Director Walter Burnett stated the recommendation proposed is to increase water rates by 20%, sewer rates 2% and solid waste collections remain the same. 

Alderman Moon stated that a 20% raise has been discussed in the past and should not come as a surprise. 


Jim Von Kannon expressed his concerns on the proposed increases. 

It was a consensus of the Council to place the above item on the agenda for Tuesday February 16 Council meeting. 
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Alderman Moon moved, seconded by Alderman Hinderliter to adjourn into executive session for the purpose of a) Employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of an employee of the public body or legal counsel for the public body, pursuant to Sec. 2(c) (1) of the Open Meetings Act and b) Collective bargaining matters between the public body and it’s employees or representatives, or deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or more classes of employees, pursuant to Sec. 2©(2) of the Open Meetings Act, on question being put, Aldermen Hansen, Lavin, Gilbert, Inman, Dorsett, Lobdell, Hinderliter, Wynn, Moon, being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned into executive session at 6:09 p.m.
Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Moon to adjourn back into Open Session, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned back into Open Session at 6:44 p.m.
There being no further business, Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Inman to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 6:44 p.m.
______________________

Deputy City Clerk

