Minutes of the Committee of the Whole Meeting

Monday, August 9, 2010

5:00 p.m.

The Committee of the Whole met on Monday, August 9, 2010 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall at 232 East Jackson Street, Macomb, IL.

Mayor Mick Wisslead called the meeting to order. 

Members present: Ryan Hansen, Ed Lavin, Louis Gilbert, Dave Dorsett, Tim Lobdell, Clay Hinderliter and Donald Wynn. Seven Aldermen present and two Aldermen being absent, Dennis Moon and Mike Inman.

Others Present: Mayor Mick Wisslead, City Administrator Dean Torreson, Legal Counsel Liz Wilhelm and Deputy City Clerk Corrina Wells. 

First item on the agenda was discussion on a resolution authorizing application for a Public Transportation Capital Assistance Grant for Stage Two of the McDonough County Public Transportation Program vehicle maintenance center project.

Public Transportation Director Gary Ziegler reported Stage Two of the McDonough County Capital Assistance Grant bill requires a resolution to be passed allowing the Mayor to execute and file on behalf of the City of Macomb and the paperwork has been submitted.   

Alderman Wynn moved, seconded by Alderman Lavin to place the above item on the consent agenda for Monday, August 16 Council meeting, all Aldermen voting “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried. 

Second item for discussion was on a resolution authorizing application for a Public Transportation Capital Assistance Grant for the McDonough County Public Transportation Program bus transfer facility parking lot.
Public Transportation Director Gary Ziegler reported funding was approved for Stage Two of the McDonough County Public Transportation Program’s Vehicle Maintenance Center through a grant to construct a bus facility and parking lot north of the railroad tracks by Family Video.  
Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Lobdell to place the above item on the consent agenda for Monday, August 16 Council meeting, all Aldermen voting “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried. 

Third item for discussion was on an ordinance and revised intergovernmental agreement repealing the property tax abatement incentive eligibility within the Macomb/McDonough County Enterprise Zone, City of Macomb, and Westside Tax Increment Financing District.  

Community Development Coordinator Ed Basch stated the City Council adopted an extension of the original Downtown TIF and created a Westside TIF in December of 2009. An amendment enforced by the State and Enterprise Zone laws requires a follow up exempting any parcels lying within the Westside TIF and Enterprise Zone from Enterprise Zone property tax abatements. Overlapping parcels within the original Downtown TIF are exempt and will continue to receive their abatements until the District expires at the end of 2021. This process requires a resolution to be passed before forwarding to the State and due to the time involved for the State to go through DCEO to certify an ordinance change, it is imperative that Council and Township pass their related documents prior to the end of August. A public hearing was held on this matter on Friday, August 6 at 4:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers. 
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It was the consensus of the Council to place the above item on the agenda for Monday, August 16 Council meeting waive second reading and give the Committee of the Whole Power to Act on Monday, August 23.
Fourth item for discussion is a revised intergovernmental agreement deleting territory from the Macomb/McDonough County Enterprise Zone within the City of Colchester and revoking the ad valorem property taxes previously imposed therein.
Kim Pierce, Director of Maedco, reported in 2004 the State asked for a deletion of territory located in the City of Colchester creating a fifty lot subdivision to be zoned. Currently the space has not been established resulting in the land automatically going back to green space and for this to happen all four units of government must approve it.
It was a consensus of the Council to place on the agenda for Monday, August 16 Council meeting. 

Fifth item for discussion was on an ordinance and revised intergovernmental agreement adding two new units of government and adding territory to the Macomb/McDonough County Enterprise Zone.

Kim Pierce, Director of Maedco, reported on an application submitted to the Enterprise Zone Management Board asking for an expansion of the Enterprise Zone Boundaries for a Bio-Diesel Production Facility Plant located in the City limits of La Harpe, Illinois. It was a consensus of the Board to approve the application which  added two new units of Government to the Management Board being the City of La Harpe and the County of Hancock creating a site specific Economic Development Project for the Bio-Diesel Facility. If the Facility does not go to fruition the two units become inactive and both units of government go away. All four units locally in addition to the two new units currently are collecting real estate tax abatement on sales tax exemption. 
It was the consensus of the Council to place the above item on the agenda for Monday, August 16 Council meeting, waive second reading and give the Committee of the Whole Power to Act on Monday, August 23.

Sixth item for discussion was on local businesses not complying with the City of Macomb ordinances. 
Alderman Lobdell suggests the City create a policy for current and new businesses to follow allowing the City power to intervene if a business does not comply with City ordinances.  
City Attorney Liz Wilhelm suggested creating a City wide policy excluding liquor licenses due to provisions under the liquor codes.   

It was a consensus of the Council to place the above item on the agenda for Monday, August 16 Council meeting, all Aldermen voting “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.

Seventh item for discussion was on seeking bids for North Pearl Street and Edwards/Washington Street storm sewer projects.

City Administrator Dean Torreson stated there is $50,000 budgeted this fiscal year for storm sewer projects. Estimates from Jones’s Engineering for repairs on Edwards and Washington Streets came in at $26,045.65 and on North Pearl at $12,469.00 in addition to the $3,600.00 already spent for designs. 
Currently there is a dewatering sump pump at the intersection of Edwards and Washington Street and if Council approves the construction, Jones’s Engineering recommends that staff work with the owner on the dewatering system allowing water to discharge directly into the new storm sewer. 
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Discussion was held on creating an ordinance for sump pumps, guaranteeing of the project when completed, dewatering and who is responsible for expenses when repairing these areas.   

There was no further discussion on the above item. 

City Administrator Torreson stated the area on North Pearl Street is on private property and affects several areas in the neighborhood. This has been an on going problem for several years and with the heavy rains recently the water is now up to 18 inches deep and is stagnant. Jones Engineering recommends constructing storm water 

intake near the alley on Pearl Street and running the storm sewer east on private property to tie it in. The Edwards and Washington Street project is budgeted through the Infrastructure Sales Tax Fund but North Pearl Street is not.  

Alderman Lobdell expressed his concerns with the small number of properties being affected and recommends the City look into special assessments. 

Alderman Gilbert stated there are several residences willing to grant easements to the City at no cost to fix the problem and feels the City’s should take this into consideration and fix the problem.

Alderman Lavin expressed concerns about future health issues on Pearl Street if the City does not step in and address the issue. Special assessments would work in the future but he feels there is not time to wait to approve a special assessment.   
Alderman Hinderliter wanted to know what a special assessment was. City Attorney Liz Wilhelm stated the legal term assessment is a special tax attached to the property showing up on your individual tax bill with the owners paying a portion of the project and is common when dealing with a problem on private property.
Discussion was held on looking at other alternatives to cover repairs since Pearl Street is not a budgeted item.

Tim Carr, 804 Carey Avenue, expressed his concerns on the health issues and feels the original owner, not the current owner, is who the City needs to go after. 
Bernard Murray, 800 North Pearl, expressed concerns on the health issues caused by the stagnant water  and stated the City would be more apt to fix the problem if there was a report of West Nile. 
Tana Carr, 804 Carey Avenue, reported on calling the City three years ago complaining about this issue and stated if the City Inspector would have followed up on the job it would have never been approved. Currently, our family cannot be outside due to the mosquitos, bugs and stagnant water and would like to know what the City is going to contribute to fix this problem.   
Alderman Dorsett moved, seconded by Alderman Hinderliter to table the above item and place on the 

agenda for Monday, August 23 Committee meeting for further discussion, all Aldermen voting “Aye” and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried.

Eighth item for discussion was on seeking Requests for Proposals for Convention and Visitors Services.

Alderman Hinderliter stated it is recommended by the Community Development Committee to seek proposals from other organizations comparing offers to promote tourism for the City of Macomb. Seeking outside bids does not affect the extension filed currently by the CVB and the Committee encourages the CVB to place a bid as well.
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It was a consensus of the Council to put together a packet of what is to be expected by the City of Macomb before distributing to the public. 

Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to adjourn into executive session for the purpose of a) The purchase or lease of real property for the use of the public body, pursuant to Sec. 2 (c) (5) of the Open Meetings Act b) The setting of a price for sale or lease of property owned by the public body, pursuant to Sec. 2 
( c) (6) of the Open Meetings Act, on question being put, Aldermen Hansen, Lavin, Gilbert, Dorsett, Lobdell, Hinderliter and Wynn , being all Aldermen voting “Aye” on roll call and no “Nay” votes, Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned into executive session at 5:53 p.m.
Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Dorsett to adjourn back into open session, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 6:30 p.m.
There being no further business, Alderman Lobdell moved, seconded by Alderman Wynn  to adjourn, all Aldermen voted “Aye” and Mayor Wisslead declared the motion carried and they adjourned at 6:30 p.m.


____________________________

Deputy City Clerk

